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Woodmere Art Museum retrospective showcases Philadelphia artist 

Jessie Drew-Bear’s joyful, unrestrained body of work 
The self-taught “sophisticated primitive” painter had a frank vision and a wild 

imagination; “Jessie Drew-Bear: Stories and Dreams,” on view March 22 – July 13 
 

PHILADELPHIA — Celebrating the wild whimsy of a remarkable modernist painter, Woodmere Art 

Museum presents Jessie Drew-Bear: Stories and Dreams (on view March 22 – July 13), an exhibition 

that establishes the artist as a singular voice within the artistic legacy of Philadelphia. Drew-Bear (1879-

1962), who came to discover her artistic gift late in life and was largely self-taught, expressed a frankness 

of vision and an unrestrained approach to diverse subjects, from personal narratives to cityscapes and 

fairytales. Stories and Dreams brings together the largest body of work by the artist ever exhibited. (An 

open house will be held Saturday, April 26, 2-4 p.m., at Woodmere Art Museum, 9201 Germantown Ave. 

For more information, visit woodmereartmuseum.org.) 

 

Born Jessie Henderson in England, Drew-Bear immigrated to Philadelphia in 1906 with her young 

daughter. In 1910, she opened The London Flower Shop, a successful flower shop at 18th and Chestnut 

streets in Philadelphia, which she owned for more than 40 years. In 1938, at the age of 59, Drew-Bear 

received a paint set as a Christmas gift from her daughter. With this gift and her wild imagination, Drew-

Bear began a remarkable career as a self-taught artist that would include exhibitions at New York 

and Philadelphia galleries as well as the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA), the 

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art (Hartford, Conn.) and the Philadelphia Art Alliance.  

 

While she was largely self-taught, Drew-Bear briefly took lessons from Philadelphia artist Arthur B. 

Carles at the start of her career and spent a month painting in the atelier of French artist Fernand Léger 

in 1949. She traveled extensively to both Europe and South America, spending most of her summers in 

Venice. Drew-Bear’s social personality, paired with her joyfully expressive and direct canvases, earned 



her the title “sophisticated primitive.” Her canvases express not only her joyful celebration of life, but also 

her sincere love of painting. 

 

Drew-Bear’s artistic circle included other well-known “primitive” or self-taught painters, including 

Grandma Moses, whose work was shown alongside the artist’s in a 1945 exhibition at the Montclair Art 

Museum (Montclair, N.J.); and Horace Pippin, whose dealer, Robert Carlen, also represented Drew-

Bear. Her 23-year career included more than 15 solo exhibitions, and her work is included in the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art and PAFA’s collections. During her lifetime, Drew-Bear’s work was 

acquired by prominent gallery owners and art collectors, including Albert Duveen and Sidney Janis.  

 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue featuring the first critical discussion of 

the artist’s practice by William R. Valerio, the Patricia Van Burgh Allison Director and CEO of Woodmere 

Art Museum; Rachel McCay, Woodmere assistant curator; John Ollman, owner of Fleisher/Ollman 

Gallery; and Sarah McEneaney and Bill Scott, Philadelphia artists.  

 

Also on view, through June 1: Quita Brodhead: Bold Strokes, a tribute to the Philadelphia abstractionist 

and her vibrant body of work; and Women and Biography, showcasing the strength of the Museum’s 

collection of work by female Philadelphia artists.  

 

Woodmere Art Museum is located at 9201 Germantown Ave. Admission to special exhibitions is $10 for 

adults, $7 for seniors, and FREE for students, children and Museum members; exhibitions in the 

Founder’s Gallery and Helen Millard Children’s Gallery are FREE. (Woodmere offers free admission on 

Sundays, including all special exhibitions.) Museum hours are: Tuesday through Thursday, 10 a.m.–5 

p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.–8:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more 

information, visit woodmereartmuseum.org or call 215-247-0476. 

 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Exhibition: 

Jessie Drew-Bear: Stories and Dreams 

March 22 – July 13, 2014 

Corridor, Antonelli I and Antonelli II Galleries 

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, April 26, 2-4 p.m., FREE 

 
Family Program: 

Stories from the Flower Shop 

Saturday, April 26, 12:30-3:30 p.m., FREE  



Create artworks that tell stories through flowers, animals and magical places. Be charmed by the artwork 

of Jessie Drew-Bear and the captivating “stories and dreams” in her works. 

 

Lecture: 

The Art of Jessie Drew-Bear and the Legacy of Self-Taught Artists 

Saturday, May 3, 3 p.m., $15 ($10 for members) 

John Ollman, owner of Fleisher/Ollman Gallery, will talk about the art of Jessie Drew-Bear and share his 

knowledge and appreciation for the works of self-taught artists. Fleisher/Ollman Gallery is one of the 

world’s premier galleries for self-taught art and its contemporary influences. Its history of exhibitions has 

defined the field and helped develop major public and private collections. 

 

Lecture: 

Bold Women: Inspired Stories 

Saturday, May 10, 3 p.m, $15 ($10 for members) 

A panel of distinguished women will discuss their experiences and perceptions about creativity and 

business, courage and perseverance, and the contradictions between stereotyped qualities of femininity, 

authority and power. Panelists include: Dorothy del Bueno, RN, EdD., founder and senior consultant of 

Performance Management Services Inc.; Patricia Carbine, co-founder of Ms. magazine, co-founder and 

president of the Foundation for Education and Communication Inc., and co-founder of the Foundation for 

Women Inc.; Cindi Ettinger, owner and master printer of C.R. Ettinger Studio, specializing in intaglio and 

relief prints; and Toby Lerner, owner of the premier boutique Toby Lerner, and founder of Rising Star 

Healing System. 

 

Gallery Talk: 

Jessie Drew-Bear: Stories and Dreams  

Saturday, May 17, 3 p.m., FREE  

Rachel McCay, assistant curator at Woodmere Art Museum, will give a walking tour of the Jessie Drew-

Bear: Stories and Dreams exhibition. McCay has been on staff at Woodmere since 2012. She received 

her Master of Arts degree in Art History from Temple University's Tyler School of Art in 2013. This 

exhibition is her first solo curatorial project as assistant curator. She has also contributed to exhibitions 

held at the Galleries at Moore College of Art and Design, La Salle University Art Museum and Tyler 

School of Art. 

 

Also on view:  

Quita Brodhead: Bold Strokes  
Through June 1, 2014 

 

Women and Biography: Selections from Woodmere’s Permanent Collection 

Through June 1, 2014 



ABOUT WOODMERE ART MUSEUM 
Housed in a 19th-century stone Victorian mansion on six acres in the Chestnut Hill section of 
Philadelphia, Woodmere first opened its doors to the public in 1940. The building, grounds and the 
nucleus of the Permanent Collection are the benefactions of Charles Knox Smith (1845 – 1916), who 
wished “to awaken the spirit of, the appreciation of, and the knowledge of art … in the City of Philadelphia 
and surrounding territory.” Today, the Permanent Collection consists of more than 3,000 works of art, 
celebrating the art and artists of Philadelphia.  
 
Woodmere’s core collection includes important paintings by renowned artists such as Edward Redfield, 
Daniel Garber, Walter E. Schofield, Benjamin West, Frederic Edwin Church, Violet Oakley, Arthur B. 
Carles and many more. Woodmere’s nine galleries and salons, including a grand rotunda and a uniquely 
designated Helen Millard Children’s Gallery, provide space for exhibitions and programs that serve the 
entire family. In the George D. Widener Studio, a converted carriage house, a year-round roster of 
classes provides outstanding art training to children and adults. General operating support is provided, in 
part, by the Philadelphia Cultural Fund. 
 
 

#  #  # 
 

To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 
Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065 

Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 


