
	  

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Asian Arts Initiative to host South Asian American Digital Archive’s 

first Philadelphia SAADA Community Forum 
  

PHILADELPHIA — Encouraging discussion about the preservation of community history and identity, the 

South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA) will present its first-ever Philadelphia SAADA 
Community Forum on Thursday, April 4, 6-7:30 p.m., at Asian Arts Initiative. The only independent 

nonprofit working to document, preserve and provide access to the rich history of South Asians in the 

United States, SAADA recently moved its headquarters to Asian Arts Initiative’s multi-tenant facility in 

Philadelphia’s burgeoning Chinatown North neighborhood. 

 

The forum, co-presented by Asian Arts Initiative, will give attendees the opportunity to learn about 

SAADA’s mission, view materials from the archive, ask questions and tell their own stories about objects 

that have personal value in a “show and tell” open mic. (Sign up for a two-minute slot by emailing 

showandtell@saadigitalarchive.org.) Following the forum, the Philadelphia chapter of the Network of 

Indian Professionals (NetIP) will host an after-party. Both the forum and the after-party are free and 

open to the public. 

 

According to Asian Arts Initiative executive director Gayle Isa, SAADA’s presence as a new tenant 

underscores AAI’s goal to be a cultural anchor in the community: “We’re excited that when SAADA 

moved to Philadelphia, they sought out Asian Arts Initiative to help increase their local connections and 

impact. Having their headquarters in our building adds to the creative energy among our shared 

communities.” 

 

Event Details 

SAADA Community Forum 

Thursday, April 4, 6-7:30 p.m. (after-party to follow) 

Asian Arts Initiative 

1219 Vine St. 

 
 

SOCIAL PRACTICE ART LAB 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the 
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012 
 
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to 
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative 
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the 
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that 
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can 
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are 
eligible to propose projects for consideration. Asian Arts Initiative is especially interested in 
projects that: 
 

• Will build relationships and positively impact neighborhood development in 
Chinatown North 

• Are led by individuals or teams that have capacity to implement their proposed ideas 
• Show artistic strength and innovation 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by staff. Some will also be presented to a national Advisory 
Committee that includes: Aimee Chang, Blanton Museum (TX); Edgar Arceneaux, Watts House 
Project (CA); Andrea Bowers (CA); Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses (TX); Pepon Osorio (PA); 
Rise Wilson, The Laundromat Project (NY); and Sue Bell Yank, Hammer Museum (CA).  
 
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support 
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or 
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.  
 
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North 
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy 
via email. 
 
To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials 
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to: 
 
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant 
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org 

Press Contact:  
Canary Promotion | Office: 215-690-4065 

Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com  
 

Additional information available online::  
www.canarypromo.com/asianarts 

 
Website: www.asianartsinitiative.org 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 18, 2013 
 



	  
Philadelphia, PA 19017 
Free (register online at saadaforum.eventbrite.com)  
For questions about the event, please contact Samip Mallick at samip@saadigitalarchive.org. 
 
About SAADA  
 
The South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA) was founded in 2008 in order to document and 
provide access to the diverse and relatively unknown stories of South Asian Americans. Our collection 
reflects the vast range of experiences of the South Asian diaspora in the United States, including those 
who trace their heritage to Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and the many South Asian 
diaspora communities across the globe. For more information, visit saadigitalarchive.org. 
 
 
About Asian Arts Initiative  
 
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and everyday 
people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian Americans, addresses our social 
context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to the expansion of 
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 1219 Vine Street, 
where we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown North. For more information, 
please call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org. 

 
#   #  # 

 
To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 

Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065  
Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 

	  


