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Poets, Playwrights Among Writers That Will Find Community In New 

Events at Big Blue Marble Bookstore 
 

PHILADELPHIA (Jan. 25, 2012) – Writers of all skill and interest levels looking to try something new will find 

a full calendar at Big Blue Marble Bookstore, an independent bookstore in Northwest Philadelphia. Locally 

and nationally respected authors visit the bookstore throughout the month with readings, signings, and 

workshops.  [Full schedule is included below.] 

 

Big Blue Marble Bookstore announces the inaugural Nor’easter Open on Friday, February 10. Nor’easter 

Open will welcome two featured readers followed by an hour-long open mic for writers eager to share their 

work every second Friday of the month and is co-hosted by Nor’easter Exchange founders Quincy Scott 

Jones and Nina Sharma Jones. This month’s featured readers are poets Yolanda Wisher and Dan Schall. 

 

On Sunday, February 12, Mt. Airy/Chestnut Hill resident and author Brenda Dixon Gottschild will give a 

lecture concerning her book Joan Myers Brown & the Audacious Hope of the Black Ballerina. Gottschild, 

a former consultant/writer for Dance Magazine, explores the connection between performance, society, and 

race with an insider’s understanding of the hardships and accomplishments of Joan Myers Brown’s career. 

This biography about the founder of the Philadelphia Dance Company (PHILADANCO) and the Philadelphia 

School of Dance Arts is augmented by interviews with a score of dance professionals, including Billy Wilson, 

Gene Hill Sagan, Rennie Harris, Milton Myers, Jawole Willa Jo Zollar, and Ronald K. Brown.  

 

Later in the month, Big Blue Marble Bookstore plays host to award-winning New York playwright Merridith 

Allen for The Playwright’s Toolbox, a weekend playwriting workshop on Saturday, Feb. 25 and Sunday, 

Feb. 26. Featuring in-class exercises and discussions of modern short plays, the workshop will explore the 

nuts and bolts of playwriting, including how to make theatrical storytelling accessible and fun. Topics covered 

will include understanding dramatic structure, building character, rewriting, and generating ideas that make 

good plays. By Sunday, participants will have all the tools they need to begin working on the play they've 

always wanted to create. 

 

Big Blue Marble Bookstore is located at 551 Carpenter Lane in the Mt. Airy neighborhood of Philadelphia. 

Store hours are Mon-Wed 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., Thurs-Fri 10 a.m. – 8 p.m., and Sat-Sun 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. For 

more information, call (215) 844-1870 or visit www.bigbluemarblebooks.com. 

 
Press Representatives:  

Canary Promotion | Office: (215) 690-4065 
Megan Wendell, megan@canarypromo.com 

Rose Mineo, rose@canarypromo.com  
 

Website: http://www.bigbluemarblebooks.com 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Events are free unless otherwise noted. 
 
Saturday, February 4, 3:00-4:00pm. 
Goddard College Sustainability Programs Information Session. Hosted by Allison Budschalow. 
Members of the community wanting to learn more about earning their BA in Sustainability or MA in 
Sustainable Business and Communities should attend this information session. This program is designed 
with flexibility in mind for interested students with busy lifestyles, and the application fee is waived for 
attendees. For information email allison@coachtrainchange.com. 
 
Friday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m. 
Nor'easter Open. Hosted by Quincy Scott Jones. 
A new monthly open mic by Quincy Scott Jones and Nina Sharma Jones, founders of the Nor’easter 
Exchange, a floating literary reading series that brings together multicultural writers from the tri-state area to 
meet, read and collaborate. The featured readers for this month’s open are Philadelphia natives Yolanda 
Wisher and Dan Schall. Please arrive at least 15 minutes early (6:45 pm) for the open mic to sign up, and 
allot 3 minutes for your reading. 
 
Dan Schall teaches at Arcadia University and is the Director of the University's Writing Center. He is a 
scholar by day, and a poet by night (or is it the other way around?). He is a founding member of the 
Assassin's Guild Writing Group and is currently an editor for Obsession Literary Magazine.  He has 
forthcoming publications in xcp streetnotes and Moria Poetry Journal, and is currently working on a collection 
of poems titled "SPACE WITHIN LINE NOT DEDICATED: Private Moments in Public."  
 
Yolanda Wisher received a B.A. in English/Black Studies from Lafayette College and a M.A. in Creative 
Writing/Poetry from Temple University.  In 1999, she was named the first poet laureate of Montgomery 
County.  A Cave Canem fellow and Leeway Foundation Art and Change Award recipient, her poems have 
appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer, Ploughshares, The Fence Reader, and Gathering Ground.  During a 
decade of teaching at Germantown Friends School, Wisher hosted a poetry radio show on Gtown Radio and 
founded the Germantown Poetry Festival.  She currently heads the art education department at the Mural 
Arts Program. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 11, 1 p.m.  
One Lucky Pound Puppy reading with author Sondra Dankel 
From being alone and scared in an animal shelter, to having a cozy spot in the backyard, Lucky manages to 
rise through the ranks of puppy life thanks to his loving pet parents. Even though he's thankful, he still gets 
into plenty of tail-wagging mischief! From barking to get attention to taking the family on a wild-goose chase, 
you'll never be bored with Lucky around. Recommended for pet lovers and children ages 8-12. 
 
Sunday, February 12, 2 p.m. 
Joan Myers Brown & the Audacious Hope of the Black Ballerina lecture & signing with author Brenda 
Dixon Gottschild. 
The personal and professional histories of Joan Myers Brown reflect both the hardships and the 
accomplishments of African Americans in the artistic and social developments through the twentieth century 
and into the new millennium. Dixon Gottschild deftly uses Brown's career as the fulcrum to leverage an 
exploration of the connection between performance, society, and race—beginning with Brown's 
predecessors in the 1920s—and a concert dance tradition that has had no previous voice to tell its story from 
the inside out. Brenda Dixon Gottschild is Professor Emerita of Dance Studies at Temple University and a 
former consultant/writer for Dance Magazine. She is the author of Digging the Africanist Presence in 
American Performance, Waltzing in the Dark, and The Black Dancing Body. 
 
Friday, Feb 17, 7 p.m. 
Readings and panel discussion with  Playpen Writers' Group. Hosted by Elise Seyfried. 
Playpen Writers’ Group was founded in 1989 by Joyce Eisenberg and has been supporting writers and the 
creative process for over 20 years. Five current members of the group gather to read from their latest works 
and discuss the benefits of forming a writers’ group to help foster community and creative expression. Author 
and Playpen member Elise Seyfried hosts the event which includes a brief panel discussion and Q&A..  
 
Joyce Eisenberg is an author and editor with more than 25 years of experience. Though she’s written about 
topics ranging from aging to x-rays, she’s most passionate about travel and topics of Jewish interest. She 
loves to edit – whether it‘s a memoir or a magazine article – and to write personal essays. She founded 



 3 

Playpen Writers’ Group in 1989 and is the co-author with Ellen Scolnic of the Dictionary of Jewish Words, a 
best-selling guide to everything Jewish holidays. Together, they write, speak and blog as The Word Mavens.  
 
Lini S. Kadaba is an award-winning writer with more than 25 years of experience in daily and features 
journalism. In April 2010, she left the Philadelphia Inquirer to pursue other projects, including sporadic 
blogging at www.myyearasaladyofleisure.blogspot.com, freelance writing for alumni magazines and 
university public relations. She also is working on her first novel. Lini holds a master's degree from the Medill 
School of Journalism at Northwestern University and lives in Newtown Square, PA, with her husband and 
teenage son.  
 
Underway: Reflections on Everyday Grace is Elise Seyfried's second collection of humorous essays that 
celebrate the spiritual in the "everydays." Here are the further adventures of Elise, her husband and five kids, 
her church family and friends. "Underway" is a nautical term meaning "in progress, out to sea." We are, each 
of us, underway, with our own daily adventures and unknown challenges ahead--but Elise reminds us that 
God's grace travels with us, always. A portion of the proceeds from sales of this book will benefit Lutheran 
World Relief.  
 
For more than 20 years, award-winning writer Ellen Scolnic's features and humorous essays have appeared 
in local and national publications including the Philadelphia Inquirer, Parents magazine, the Christian 
Science Monitor, Parents Express, Main Line Life and more. She's the co-author with Joyce Eisenberg of the 
Dictionary of Jewish Words, a best-selling guide to everything Jewish holidays. Together, they write, speak 
and blog as The Word Mavens.  
 
Robin Lentz Worgan will be reading from her book, Journaling Away Mommy's Grief: A Book and A Journal 
for Mothers after Stillbirth or Infant Loss published in collaboration with Centering Corporation. Robin has 
taught school, tutored and contributed poems and articles to various publications, and leads Our Silent 
Angels, a local organization that offers guidance and support to women who have lost babies. She will be 
leading two six-week Infant Loss Journaling workshops at Musehouse in Chestnut Hill that will run from 
March to June. Robin lives in Flourtown with her husband and four children. 
  
Thursday, Feb 23, 7 p.m. 
Big Blue Young Adult Book Discussion 
An open discussion group for adults who read YA and teens who like to talk about books that meets the 
fourth Thursdays of the month at 7:00pm. February's Book: City of Bones by Cassandra Clare. 
 
Friday, Feb 24, 7:15 p.m. 
Poetry Aloud & Alive. Featuring: Barry Farber. 
A favorite neighborhood poetry gathering hosted by local poet Mike Cohen with a featured reader and an 
open reading to follow.  
 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 25 and 26, 1—4 p.m.  
Weekend Playwriting Workshop with Merridith Allen.  
$150 course fee (includes $50 deposit). Reservation required: email Minter Krotzer minterk@gmail.com to 
register. Merridith Allen’s plays have been produced by The Manhattan Repertory Theatre, The 
Provincetown Theater, The Hudson Guild Theatre, and The Dorothy Strelsin Theatre as part of the Midtown 
International Theatre Festival. Her play, The House of Fallen Snow, was a finalist in The Strawberry 
International One-Act Festival, and will be published next year. Other publication credits include a ten-minute 
play in Northern Light, a literary journal through Edinburgh University, and work featured in the upcoming 
2011-2012 Best Women's Stage Monologues and Scenes, through Smith & Kraus publishers.  
 
Tuesday, February 28, 7:00pm.  
Women of the World Book Club with Maleka Fruean. 
A book club that reads international and multicultural women writers, both fiction and non-fiction, and meets 
the last Tuesdays of the month at 7:00pm. February's Book: The Memory of Love by Aminatta Forna.  
 
Wednesday, Feb. 29, 7:15 – 8:30 p.m.  
Life Stories Book Group 
February’s group will discuss the book Running in the Family by Michael Ondaatje.  Hosted by local writer 
Minter Krotzer, the Life Stories Book Group is designed for writers, but all are welcome. 
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About Big Blue Marble Bookstore 
Big Blue Marble Bookstore is an independently owned bookstore located in the Mt. Airy section of 
Philadelphia. The store specializes in progressive and multicultural titles including smart, fun fiction; 
children's books and toys; woman-centered pregnancy and parenting; sustainable living; lesbian/gay, 
African-American, and Jewish studies; feminist science fiction; and literary graphic novels. 
 
 

# # # 
 

To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 
Canary Promotion, (215) 690-4065 

Rose Mineo, rose@canarypromo.com 
Megan Wendell, megan@canarypromo.com 

 
 


