
	  

	  
 
 
 

Asian Arts Initiative and Boat People SOS present Exit Saigon, Enter Little Saigon: 
Vietnamese America Since 1975, on view April 6–June 1 

Exhibition recounts a journey more than 30 years in the making  
  

PHILADELPHIA — In collaboration with the Delaware Valley branch of the national Vietnamese American 

community organization Boat People SOS, Philadelphia’s Asian Arts Initiative sheds light on a time of 

major transition for Vietnamese refugees who made their way to the United States after the Vietnam War. 

Exit Saigon, Enter Little Saigon: Vietnamese America Since 1975 is on view from April 6 to June 1.  

 

Produced by the Smithsonian’s Asian Pacific American Program and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 

Exhibition Service (SITES) and curated by Dr. Vu H. Pham, Exit Saigon recounts a journey more than three 

decades in the making. When the U.S. government opened its gates in 1975 to thousands of Vietnamese, 

these immigrants — known as “boat people” — faced the idea of permanent resettlement with a mix of 

survivors’ guilt and overwhelming relief. Exit Saigon tells the story of adapting to life in the United States 

where, amid the struggle for equality and acceptance, Vietnamese-Americans have maintained their 

linguistic, cultural and religious traditions. 

 

Images of overcrowded refugee camps across the Pacific Rim provide a visual starting point for the 

exhibition, conveying the profound sense of displacement experienced by war-weary people en route to the 

United States. Exit Saigon includes compelling images of the fall of Saigon, the exodus of the boat people 

and temporary refugee camps in the U.S. Colorful contemporary photographs record the Vietnamese-

American community honoring their own cultural heritage while embracing uniquely American traditions.  

 

In keeping with Asian Arts Initiative’s mission to tell the stories of Asian-Americans and their diverse 

communities, Exit Saigon focuses on the perspectives of people who were forced to flee their homes and 
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SOCIAL PRACTICE ART LAB 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the 
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012 
 
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to 
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative 
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the 
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that 
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can 
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are 
eligible to propose projects for consideration. Asian Arts Initiative is especially interested in 
projects that: 
 

• Will build relationships and positively impact neighborhood development in 
Chinatown North 

• Are led by individuals or teams that have capacity to implement their proposed ideas 
• Show artistic strength and innovation 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by staff. Some will also be presented to a national Advisory 
Committee that includes: Aimee Chang, Blanton Museum (TX); Edgar Arceneaux, Watts House 
Project (CA); Andrea Bowers (CA); Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses (TX); Pepon Osorio (PA); 
Rise Wilson, The Laundromat Project (NY); and Sue Bell Yank, Hammer Museum (CA).  
 
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support 
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or 
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.  
 
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North 
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy 
via email. 
 
To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials 
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to: 
 
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant 
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org 

Photo	  courtesy	  of	  Boat	  People	  SOS	  

After	  the	  war,	  many	  Vietnamese	  refugees	  fled	  on	  the	  open	  sea.	  
Known	  as	  “boat	  people,”	  these	  immigrants	  often	  fell	  victim	  to	  
dehydration,	  starvation	  and	  pirate	  attacks.	  



	  
leave their possessions behind. The exhibition does not focus on tragedy but, instead, reveals the strength 

and stamina of Vietnamese-Americans who have found new homes in a new land. This is a story about 

people who have adapted to life in the United States while maintaining their traditional folkways. A 

celebration of cultural diversity, Exit Saigon explores civic and political issues as well as the 

intergenerational tensions experienced by families as they negotiate new lives in a new country. 

 

Schedule of Events  
 
Exit Saigon, Enter Little Saigon: Vietnamese America since 1975 
On view April 6–June 1, 2012 
 
Opening Reception: Friday, April 6, 6 p.m. 
 
First Friday Open House: Friday, May 4, 6 p.m. 
 
Closing Reception: Friday, June 1, 6 p.m. 
Featuring the program Exploring Vietnamese History through Music and Poetry, hosted in partnership with 
the Philadelphia Vietnamese Cultural Association  
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
215-557-4055 
www.asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday, noon-6 p.m. 
 

 
About Asian Arts Initiative  
 
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and everyday 
people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian-Americans, addresses our social 
context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to the expansion of 
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 1219 Vine Street, where 
we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown North. For more information, please 
call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org. 
 
About Boat People SOS–Delaware Valley 
 
BPSOS–Delaware Valley is the local, community-based branch of a national Vietnamese-American 
nonprofit organization with a 32-year track record of service, advocacy and community organizing. Since 
launching in 2001, BPSOS’ Delaware Valley branch has encompassed two offices in Philadelphia and 
South Jersey which respond to the multifaceted needs of more than 24,000 Vietnamese-Americans in 
Philadelphia, Camden and Burlington counties. BPSOS’ mission is to empower, organize and equip 
Vietnamese individuals and communities in their pursuit of liberty and dignity. Learn more at 
www.bpsos.org.  
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To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 

Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065  
Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 


