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With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative
planning to
May 3, 2012
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that
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PHILADELPHIA — Asian Arts Initiative in Philadelphia has appointed three new members to its Board of
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executive advisor to the Painted Bride Art Center — also act as ambassadors for the organization.
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy
”Our Board plays an important role in building relationships with the multiple facets of Asian Arts Initiative’s
via email.

constituencies — in the arts, Asian-American and other communities, for-profit and nonprofit sectors,” says

To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials
Gayle Isa, Executive Director.
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to:
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant
This new Board member recruitment is a key focus of the capacity-building partnership between the Asian
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org

Arts Initiative and PECO Energy, participants in the pilot phase of the Arts & Business Council’s “Adopt an
Asian Arts Initiative
Arts Organization”
1219
Vine Street program.
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org

About the New Board Members

Pamela Bridgeforth, director of programs for the Philadelphia Association of Community Development
Corporations (PACDC), brings more than 20 years of leadership experience in nonprofit cultural arts
management, with particular emphasis on strategic planning, fundraising, collaboration and community
outreach. Prior to joining PACDC in 2007, she worked at the Walt Whitman Arts Center, serving as
executive director for nearly 10 years. Bridgeforth currently serves as the Board president for Camden
Repertory Theatre. In her role as director of programs for PACDC, she develops and oversees a range of
services and learning opportunities for small and large neighborhood revitalization agencies.

	
  
Julie Hawkins joined Drexel University as an assistant professor of arts administration in the fall of 2011,
and will become the graduate program’s director in July 2012. She came to Drexel after serving as
executive vice president for the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, where over the course of 12 years
she led the organization’s advocacy, field research, community engagement and grant-making efforts. Her
notable advocacy wins include the creation of arts platforms by mayoral and gubernatorial candidates, the
restoration of Philadelphia’s Office of Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy, and the defeat of a
proposed state sales tax expansion that would have levied an additional 6 percent on all arts and
entertainment admissions. She also led groundbreaking research projects including the creation of Portfolio,
a comprehensive report on the depth, breadth and health of nonprofit cultural organizations using regional
data from the Cultural Data Project. At Drexel, she conducts research, advises students and teaches
graduate courses in arts administration, helping to mentor the next generation of arts leaders. Hawkins is
secretary of the board of the Philadelphia Cultural Fund and the advocacy committee chair of Citizens for
the Arts in Pennsylvania. She holds a BA from Duke University and an MFA from Temple University, and
was recently named one of the region's "Creative Connectors" by Leadership Philadelphia. Hawkins lives in
East Falls, Philadelphia, with her husband and daughters.
Ronald Kim is the vice president and head of information technology for “Exelon Utilities”: Baltimore Gas &
Electric, ComEd (Chicago) and PECO (Philadelphia). Collectively, Exelon Utilities represents 6.6 million
electric customers, 1.2 million gas customers and approximately $15 billion in revenue. Prior to coming on
board with Exelon, Kim was with Accenture for 18 years, where he was a partner supporting many major
utility companies. Kim is a Michigan/Detroit native and currently resides in Pennsylvania with his wife and
three children. Kim received his bachelor’s degree in computer science and his MBA from the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.

About Asian Arts Initiative
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and everyday
people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian-Americans, addresses our social
context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to the expansion of
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 1219 Vine Street, where
we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown North. For more information, please
call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org.
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To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact:
Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065
Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com

