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DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the
Website: www.asianartsinitiative.org
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to
IMMEDIATE
RELEASE
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite FOR
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and creative
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven May
the 22, 2012
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are
eligible Asian
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applications for its annual free Summer Youth Arts Workshop and Summer Youth Lounge. The
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arts, the sessions are free and open to public, private and charter school students in grades six through 12.
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or
Emphasizing cross-cultural exchange, the program welcomes youth from all backgrounds. Says Associate
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.

Director Pat Ma, “Asian Arts Initiative values being a place where any young person — artist or not — can

For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North
come to explore, work with artists, be creative, try new things and meet new people.”
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy
via email.

Providing a safe space for young Philadelphians to explore their art-making potential, the morning Summer
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allows middle-schoolers to explore and express their
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Design & Creation, foster creativity through critical thinking, skill building and interpersonal relationship
development.
The workshops aim to help youth develop greater understanding of their own and others’
Asian
Arts Initiative
1219
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experiences,
while honing their artistic skills and storytelling abilities. Past workshop projects have included
Philadelphia, PA 19107
theater,
spoken word,
yoga, screenprinting, creative writing, mural-making, breakdancing and many more.
(215)
557-0455
or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org
The afternoon Summer Youth Lounge (weekdays, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.) allows high-schoolers to socialize and
participate in less-structured afternoon workshops led by program coordinator John Park and his team of
special guest artists and interns. Past Lounge workshops have focused on college prep, music, movies, artmaking, video animation and more.
To register for the Summer Youth Arts Workshop or Summer Youth Lounge, parents can call John Park at
215-557-0455, ext. 228, or email john@asianartsinitiative.org. Registration deadline is June 15, 2012.

	
  
About Asian Arts Initiative
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and everyday
people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian Americans, addresses our social
context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to the expansion of
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 1219 Vine Street, where
we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown North. For more information, please
call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org.
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